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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been — 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 








PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 


Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. — 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels : 
may be made in order to facilitate - 
research. | | 2 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Kinetophone and Kinetoscope Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-14-01-12 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy during January-August 
4914 as a daily log of experimental work on the kinetophone. Included are 
descriptions of tests with recording horns and various recorders, as well as 
notes on film cement, synchronizers, shutters, and varied lighting. There are 
also entries regarding the arrangement of sets, building new scenery, and 
setting up a dark room. In addition, there are accounts of demonstrations for 
Charles and Mina Edison and other individuals, along with descriptions of 
meetings with other laboratory employees doing work on motion picture 
development. Several experiments in this book are described in more detail in 
N-14-01-01.3. Some entries are related to work documented in Notebooks by 
Edison and Other Experimenters—Recorder and Recording Experiments—A. 
M. Kennedy Books. The notes indicate that Kennedy received instructions, 
comments, and suggestions from Edison and that he was reporting to Miller 
Reese Hutchison. Harry W. Doyle, L. E. Hammond, Victor Hurter, D. McRae, 
Henry A. Taylor, and experimenters named Brodigan, Buchwald, Johnson, and 
Tuthill assisted Kennedy, while J. O. Lyman and George J. Werner were 
involved in similar recording work. The front cover is labeled "Daily Record of 
Work from Jan. 12, 1914. to Aug 5 - 1914." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 100 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Kinetophone and Kinetoscope Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-14-01-21 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy during January-May 
4914 as a record of experimental work on kinetophone and phonograph 
recordings. At the beginning of the book are notes on voice recording tests to 
determine optimal stage directions, positions for actors and props, 
backgrounds, costuming, and stage size, as well as to establish procedures for 
testing exposure, focus, sound, and lighting before filming. Also included are 
entries describing changes made to kinetophone parts or procedures, such as 
amplifier lever arms and film developing formulas. Near the end of the book is 
an entry bearing the title "Record of Recording Quality of Actors Voices from 
Mr. Edison's Record," followed by additional entries containing evaluations of 
male and female singers at the Century Opera House. Employees who 
participated in the evaluations include Kennedy, O. Bing, Clarence B. Hayes, 
and Alexander N. Pierman. Numerous instructions, comments, and 
suggestions by Edison appear throughout the book. The front cover is labeled 
"Kinetophone Studio Work." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 25 
pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Kinetophone and Kinetoscope Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-14-08-05 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy in August 1914 as a 
record of experimental work on the kinetophone. The early entries relate to 
experiments to determine how variations in speed and amplification affected 
the quality of the recording. Also included are notes on setting up scenery and 
making test exposures in order to determine the best focus and lens. In 
addition, there are tests of various screens and screen mounts, as well as new 
starting devices for the shaving machine motors. Several entries specifically 
indicate that the work was being done for Edison, while others mention 
experiments on stereoscopic photography performed for Charles Edison. Some 
of the entries are related to the experiments documented in Notebooks by 
Edison and Other Experimenters—Recorder and Recording Experiments—A. 
M. Kennedy Books. The notes indicate that L. E. Hammond, Daniel Higham, 
S. G. Langley, Charles W. Luhr, J. O. Lyman, George J. Werner, and 
employees named Buchwald and Essner were involved in similar work on 
kinetophone recording. The front cover is labeled "Daily Record of 
Kinetophone Experiments from Aug. 5-1914 to." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 35 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Kinetophone and Kinetoscope Experiments -- Miscellaneous Books 
[not selected] 


These seven books were used by William W. Dinwiddie, Harry W. 
Doyle, Zachariah P. Halpin, and James W. Ramsay during 1911-1914. 
Included are experiments to ascertain the best carbon element for the "motion 
picture machine." There are also tests to determine the optimum relative 
positions of the kinetoscope and phonograph for synchronization. Some 
entries describe tests of the home projecting kinetoscope, including lighting, 
safety, and parts. There are also tests of various screens and films, as well 
as experiments with film developing machinery and formulas. One book 
(N-14-01-27.2) contains drawings of parts for a motion picture camera. The 
notes indicate that Adolph F. Gall, Charles W. Luhr, J. O. Lyman, Elroy 
Pearsall, and an employee named Rowlands were doing similar work. 


oo 
| N-Number Labels and Inscriptions on Front Cover | | 


hoe Books Not Selected 

| 11-08-31 - ot 

12-10-02.2 "Dinwiddie Ramsay Developing etc. Silver Plating. | : 

Celluloid."; "Disc Records" | 

13-01-28 -—- 
13-03-15 “Automatic Film Developing Machine. W. W. | 
Dinwiddie. March 15, 1913. S.O. 3300" | } | 

14-01-09 "Miscellaneous Tests" 

14-01-27.1 "Drying Machine" 


14-01-27.2 "Experimental Recording. HW Doyle" 























Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Group 3: Navy and Wartime Research Experiments (1917-1919) 


These thirty-one notebooks were used during the period 1917-1919 for 
experimental work for the U.S. Navy and other wartime research. The 
experimenters whose research is documented in these books include Jerry T. 
Chesler, Charles T. Dally, E. Rowland Dawson, William Deans, John A. 
Hanley, Newman H. Holland, William A. Hayes, Absalom M. Kennedy, Paul D. 
Payne, Edwin Smith, Jr., and Selden G. Warner. Many of the books contain 
entries pertaining to submarine and torpedo detection. Also included are 
experiments on smoke generation to hide ships, the prevention of rust on 
submarine guns, and improvements to range finders and spotting telescopes. 
In addition, there are notes on a respirator to protect men in the fighting tops 
of battleships from sulphur dioxide fumes, a smoke bomb, a kite for bomb 
delivery, a primary battery for airplane use, a "stabilized plane for running light," 
and a “wheel” weapon for trench warfare. Much of this work was carried out 
under Edison's instructions and supervision. Some of the tests took place at 
sea near Sandy Hook and Red Bank, New Jersey. Sixteen books with 
indications of oversight or involvement by Edison have been selected. Related 
material can be found in the Naval Consulting Board and Related Wartime 
Research Papers, Special Collections Series. 


The notebooks are arranged in five subgroups: 


A. M. Kennedy Books, Nos. 1-7 (7 notebooks) 

J. A. Hanley Books, Nos. 1-2 (2 notebooks) 
Submarine Detection Books (4 notebooks) 
Miscellaneous Books (13 notebooks) 

S. G. Warner Books (5 notebooks) [not selected] 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments 
A. M. Kennedy Books, Nos. 1-7 


These seven notebooks were used by Absalom M. Kennedy during 
March-November 1917 for notes on experiments with submarine and torpedo 
detection, underwater acoustics, transmitters, receivers, amplifiers, audion 
circuits, and submarine illumination. Several books include notations by Edison 
as well as Kennedy's remarks about Edison's opinions and suggestions. The 
notes indicate that James M. Burns, Jerry T. Chesler, E. Rowland Dawson, 
John A. Hanley, Joe Meilner, and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore also worked on 
experiments with Kennedy. Some of the tests took place at sea near Sandy 
Hook and Red Bank, New Jersey. Related notes by Kennedy can be found in 
the Naval Consulting Board and Related Wartime Research Papers, Special 
Collections Series. 


Book # N-Number Labels and Inscriptions on Front Cover 


Selected Books 


(1] Undated.6 "Description of Transmitters and Receivers. 
(Kennedy)" 

2 17-03-06 "Experiments. #2 March 6 - March 20" 

3 17-04-05 "Experiments #3 March 21-" 

4 17-04-01 “Experiments. #4 from May 1 to 1917" 

5 47-08-27 "Experiments #5. From 8/27/17 to 40/9/17" 

6 47-10-04.1 "Experiments #6 From Oct. 4 to Nov. 2, 1917" 


Books Not Selected 
7 17-11-02 "Experiments #7 From Nov. 2, to 1917" 





Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-Undated.6 


This undated notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy and another 
experimenter in March 1917 for notes on work for the U.S. Navy performed 
under the direction of Edison during World War I. At the beginning of the book 
are entries by an unidentified experimenter probably relating to submarine 
illumination. The notes and drawings by Kennedy pertain to three 
experimental transmitters and three experimental receivers. The front cover | 
is labeled "Description of Transmitters and Receivers (Kennedy)." The pages ; | 
are unnumbered; 17 pages have been used. Only the entries by Kennedy 
have been selected. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-17-03-06 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy in March 1917 for 
notes on experimental work for the U.S. Navy performed under the direction of 
Edison during World War |. The book, which has been used in both directions, 
consists primarily of notes on experiments involving amplifiers, audion circuits, 
transmitters, and transmitter parts. At the other end are a few pages containing 
descriptions and drawings of transmitters, numbered E1-E6 and E31. Several 
entries include notations by Edison or remarks by Kennedy about his opinions 
and suggestions. The notes indicate that E. Rowland Dawson and Joe Meilner 
also worked on these experiments. Two items, including a note in Edison's 
hand, have been inserted into the book. The front cover is labeled 
"Experiments. #2 March 6 - March 20." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 110 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-17-04-05 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy in April 1917 for notes 
on experimental work for the U.S. Navy performed under the direction of 
Edison during World War |. The book consists primarily of notes on 
experiments involving amplifiers, audion circuits, transmitters, and transmitter 
parts. Also included are notes describing experiments with the "Edison Effect." 
Several entries include notations by Edison or remarks by Kennedy about his 
opinions and suggestions. The notes indicate that E. Rowland Dawson and Joe 
Meilner also worked on these experiments and that some of them took place 
at sea near Sandy Hook and Red Bank, New Jersey. The front cover is labeled 
"Experiments #3 March 21 -." The pages are unnumbered, and some have 
been removed from the middle of the book. Approximately 120 pages have 
been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-17-04-01 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy in May and August 
4917 for notes on experimental work for the U.S. Navy performed under the 
direction of Edison during World War |. The entries from May relate to the 
procurement of a boat at Cold Spring Harbor, Long Island, setting it up for 
experimental work at Sandy Hook, New Jersey, and performing receiver and 
transmitter experiments. The entries from August pertain to experiments on the 
submarine detector. Included are details of trips to Sag Harbor, Long Island, to 
listen to torpedoes being fired at Bliss Proving Ground and other locations. The 
Bliss entries bear brief notations by Edison. The notes indicate that Jerry T. 
Chesler, E. Rowland Dawson, John A. Hanley, and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore 
also worked on these experiments. The front coveris labeled "Experiments. #4. 
From May 1 to 1917." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 110 
pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-17-08-27 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy during August-October 
1917 for notes on experimental work for the U.S. Navy performed under the 
direction of Edison during World War |. The entries relate to a series of 
experiments, numbered from 59 through 108, on submarine torpedo detection. 
The experiments at the beginning of the book, which contain extensive 
notations by Edison, involve the use of various combinations of transmitters 
and receivers to listen to torpedoes fired from the USS Embiane at Sag Harbor, 
Long Island. Information is provided regarding weather conditions, other 
vessels in the vicinity, and the time elapsing before the torpedo was first heard, 
as well as when its sound was the loudest and when it could no longer be 
heard. There are also experiments with microphones, receivers, torpedo floats, 
towing ropes, and containers conducted at Gardiners Bay, Greenport Harbor, 
and other Long Island locations. The notes indicate that Jerry T. Chesler, E. 
Rowland Dawson, and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore assisted with the work. 
Inserted into the book are sixteen small pages pertaining to experiments 74- 
80.The front cover is labeled "Experiments #5. From 8/27/17 to 10/9/17." The 
pages are unnumbered. Some pages have been removed from the book, and 
several pages of drawings have been pasted into it. Approximately 125 pages 
have been used. 
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Private Besta Yacht “HH YDRA ULIC” 





Fast Steam Yacht “Hydraulic” for charter by day or night. Comfortably furnished, expressly for private excursion parties. 
Fitted with awnings and electric lights. i 


An excellent boat for Moonlight Sails up the Hudson or on the Sound. 
io ‘ ide GAP Rates reasonable, 


Has two cabins. : ae ray 
For further particulars write to the owner . | 


! ‘ MAX ZWICKEL, c/o Steam Yacht “Hydraulic,” 15th STREET DOCK, HOBOKEN, N. J. 


: i “i 2 te eons 











Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- A. M. Kennedy Books 
Notebook, N-17-10-04.1 


This notebook was used by Absalom M. Kennedy during October- 
November 1917 for notes on experimental work for the U.S. Navy performed 
under the direction of Edison during World War |. The experiments, which 
relate to submarine and torpedo detection, focus on how best to encase and 
tow a detection receiver behind a ship. The tests were conducted aboard the 
USS Hydraulicin Long Island, and efforts were made to avoid interference from 
other vessels. Included is a transcription of a telegram about the experiments 
sent to Edison in Washington, D.C. The notes indicate that James M. Burns, 
John A. Hanley, Joe Meilner, and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore assisted with the 
work. The front cover is labeled "Experiments #6 From Oct. 4 to Nov. 2, 
1917." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 120 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments 
J. A. Hanley Books, Nos. 1-2 


These two notebooks were used by John A. Hanley during May 1918- 
September 1919. They contain notes on experiments with submarine detection, 
as well as listening devices to detect submarine torpedoes. Hanley reported to 
Edison on these experiments. 


Book # N-Number Labels and Inscriptions on Front Cover 





Selected Books 


4 18-05-12 "Experiments. Edison Submarine Detector. No - 1. 
From, May 12-18, To, Feb 14-19 J. Hanley" 
2 19-02-15.2 "Experiments. Edison Submarine Detector. No - 2. 


From, Feb. 14-19 To " 








Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- J. A. Hanley Books 
Notebook, N-18-05-12 


This notebook was used by John A. Hanley during May 1918-February 
1919 for experimental notes on submarine detection. The entries deal 
primarily with the deployment, placement, rigging, and sensitivity of the 
detector. Also included are tests of listening devices for submarine torpedoes 
and experiments involving the "quick turning of ships." Some of the 
experiments were conducted aboard the USS Sachem and the harbor 
steamer Clio. The notes indicate that Hanley was reporting directly to Edison 
and that William A. Hayes was conducting related experiments during the 
same time. The front cover is labeled "Experiments. Edison Submarine 
Detector. No - 1. From, May 12-18, To, Feb 14-19 J. Hanley." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 135 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments -- J. A. Hanley Books 
Notebook N-19-02-15.2 


This notebook was used by John A. Hanley during February-September 
1919 for experimental notes on submarine detection. Most of the entries 
pertain to tests conducted at sea on detection equipment. The book ends with 
the note "Burns to do this. | am to continue on Storage Battery job." The notes 
indicate that Hanley was reporting to Edison through William H. Meadowcroft. 
The front cover is labeled "Experiments. Edison Submarine Detector. No - 2. 
From, Feb. 14-19, To." Numerous loose pages relating to these experiments 
have been inserted into the book. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 
125 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments 
Submarine Detection Books 


These four notebooks were used by E. Rowland Dawson, William Deans, 
William A. Hayes, and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore during 1917-1918 for 
experimental work done for the U.S. Navy. The experiments are related to 
those in the A. M. Kennedy Books. Include are notes on transmitters, receivers, 
and audions. Some entries pertain to work done at sea on submarine 
detection. There are also experiments with sound detection and recording. 
Some books contain notations regarding Edison's comments, suggestions, and 
instructions. There are also a few rough drawings by Edison. 


N—Number Labels and Inscriptions on Front Cover 





Selected Books 
17-04-21 "Dawson" 
18-03-29 --- 


Books Not Selected 
18-06-15 --- 
18-10-03 --- | 

















Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments 
Submarine Detection Books 
Notebook N-17-04-21 


This notebook was used by E. Rowland Dawson during April-May 1917 
for notes on experimental work done for the U.S. Navy. The experiments are 
related to those in the A. M. Kennedy Books, and some are continuations of 
experiments in Books #3 and #4 (N-17-04-05 and N-17-04-01), performed by 
Dawson while Kennedy was in Alabama. Included are notes on transmitters, 
receivers, and audions. Also included are experiments on funnels for direction 
finding. The notes indicate that Dawson reported to Edison through William H. 
Meadowcroft. The front cover is marked "Dawson." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 40 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Notebooks by Experimenters Other Than Edison 
Navy and Wartime Research Experiments 
Submarine Detection Books 
Notebook N-18-03-29 


This notebook was used by William Deans, William A. Hayes, and 
Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore during March-April 1918 for experimental work done 
at sea on submarine detection. Included are notes on experiments with sound 
detection and recording. Several entries contain notations regarding Edison's 
comments, suggestions, and instructions. There are also some rough drawings 
by Edison. The book contains 27 numbered pages, some of which are blank. 
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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been | 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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